
ReadWorks$ World Wa I & the Great Depression: The League of Nations

World War I & the Great Oep ssion: The League
of Nations

the official opening of the League

Have you ever heard of the United Nations? Today, the nited Nations is an international
organization made up of 193 countries including the Uni States. Since World War II, the
group has been working together to solve international p blems and challenges. Before the
United Nations, however,there was the League of Nati

After World War I, the world suddenly seemed smaller, e 'ally to the United States. The
U.S. had felt pretty isolated from Europe. The distance the Atlantic Ocean seemed
quite large. After World War I, the U.S. and other count realized that some events would
affect almost every country in the world. Leaders from a nd the world wanted to organize a
group made up from representatives of every country.

United States President Woodrow Wilson came up with e idea for the international problem
solving group. He spoke to Congress on January 8, 191 . His speech has been named The
Fourteen Points. He communicated to Congress fou ideas that he thought would secure
peace for the world. Here is the fourteenth point of his . President Wilson outlines his
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idea for an international league of nations.

XIV. A general association of nations must be forme under specific covenants for
the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of politi I independence and territorial
integrity to great and small states alike. An evident rinciple runs through the whole
program I have outlined. It is the principle of justice all peoples and nationalities,
and their right to live on equal terms of liberty and s fety with one another, whether
they be strong or weak. Unless this principle be ma e its foundation, no part of the
structure of international justice can stand....

The League of Nations was established as part of the Tr ty of Versailles,the peace
agreement that ended World War I. The League lasted fr m January 1920 to the outbreak of
World War II. Even before World War II, however, the Le gue was struggling. Even though
the League of Nations was President Woodrow Wilson's i ea, the United States never joined.
The goal of the league was to secure international peace. Yet, barely 20 years later, the world
would fight a second world war. Still, the League was a v ry important lesson in what works
and what does not work in international policy.
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Name: Date:--+------
1. What did the U.S. and other countries realize after rid War I?

A. that some events would affect almost all countries f the world

B. that some events would affect only some countries of the world

C. that some countries needed to join together again others

D. that some issues would affect only military people

2. How does the author compare the League of Nation and the United Nations?

A. Both groups were made up of 193 countries includi g the United States.

B. Both groups were founded after the end of World

C. Both groups failed to prevent the outbreak of anot er world war.

D. Both groups worked to solve international problem and challenges.

3. The League of Nations was a great idea that struggl d in practice. What evidence
from the passage best supports this statement?

A. The League was established after World War I.

B. The United States never joined the League.

C. The League was President Woodrow Wilson's ide

D. The League lasted from 1920 to the start of World ar II.

4. "An evident principle runs through the whole progra I have outlined. It is the
principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and heir right to live on equal terms
of liberty and safety with one another, whether they be trong or weak."

Based on this information, what can you conclude abo t Wilson?

A. He believed in equality for all nations.

B. He wanted to promote American interests.

C. He believed all nations had the same interests.

D. He believed weak nations could become stronger.
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5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how the League of Nations became the United Nat ons

B. the Treaty of Versailles that ended World War I

C. the establishment of the League of Nations

D. the founding of the United Nations after World Wa II

6. Read the following sentences: "After World War I, th ~world suddenly seemed
smaller, especially to the United States. Before the war the U.S. had felt pretty isolated
from Europe. The distance across the Atlantic Ocean seemed quite large."

As used in the sentence, what does the word "isolated' mean?

A. close to others

B. separate from others

C. similar to others

D. upset with others

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

____ the League of Nations was President Woo row Wilson's idea, the United
States never joined.

A. Therefore

B. Particularly

C. Although

D. Initially

8. What was the goal of the League of Nations?

ReadWorks.org . © :2020ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks$ World War I & the Great Depression: T e League of Nations - Comprehension Questions

9. Explain why the author most likely pointed out that th~ United States never joined the
League of Nations.

10. Explain whether the League of Nations was successful and why. Support your
answer using information from the passage.
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World War Two - The Atomic BombReadWorks~

mushroom cloud from atomic bomb on Nagasaki

Before World War II, scientists around the world were di 'ng many new things about the
smallest unit of matter: the atom. When World War II sta d, countries wanted to use these
discoveries to build new weapons. They especially wa to make an atomic bomb. This
type of bomb is made by splitting the atom into two parts The explosion of this bomb would
be more destructive than anything the world had ever

The United States was not the only country trying to ma an atomic bomb. Japan and
Germany also hadscientists busily working on a bomb. I was a race. Whoever developed the
bomb first would WinWorld War II. They could also end war and save the lives of
soldiers. However, the great loss would be in civilian life. The bomb could not pick and choose
to kill only soldiers. Innocent men, women, and children ould die.
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Scientists in the United States were the first to learn the s cret of splitting the atom. On
August 6, 1945, the U.S. dropped an atomic bomb with th code name of "Little Boy." The
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan.

Below is part of President Truman's speech about his de sion to drop the atomic bomb.

August 9, 1945

We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war. We have used it in order to save the
lives of thousands and thousands of young Americans. e shall continue to use it until we
completely destroy Japan's power to make war.

The United States dropped a second atomic bomb on Na asaki, Japan on August 9, 1945.

After the second attack, Japan surrendered.
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1. All of the following countries were trying to make an a omic bomb except:

A. France

B. The United States

C. Japan

D. Germany

2. Most of the casualties caused by the bomb were civil ans because the bomb

A. killed only people who were not in uniform.

B. killed everyone around it.

C. was dropped on a military base.

D. was dropped in the ocean.

3. The country that won the race to build the first atomi bomb was

A. Japan

B. France

C. Germany

D. The United States

4. Where was the second bomb dropped?

A. Hiroshima, Japan

B. Nagasaki, Japan

C. Berlin, Germany

D. Phoenix, Arizona

5. The passage is mainly about

A. the military tactics used in WWI.

B. how the United States built its first atomic bomb.

C. the race to build the first atomic bomb during

D. Truman's decision to drop the atomic bomb on J
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6. Whom do you think Truman was speaking to when he gave his speech after the
dropping of the bomb?

7. What is something special that happens in an atomic bomb?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Chobse the word that best completes
the sentence.

Several countries were trying to build an atomic bomb Germany.

A. despite
B. also
C. including
D. further
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Magnetism - Magnets: T pes and Uses
by ReadWorks

Magnets come in a wide variety with an equally wide va iety of uses. The most common are
bars or disks. Because they stick to certain metals, thes magnets are used to fasten and
latch things, like a cabinet door. Huge horseshoe magn ts have a U shape. They are used to
move iron and steel scrap. Tiny magnets on audiotape nd videotape store sound and
images.

Magnets are everywhere. They help to make life more onvenient. They also help us to get
around more quickly. For example, many electrical mot rs require electromagnets to run. The
magnetic force that runs the motors is created when an electrical current flows through a coil
of wire. Motors with electromagnets help run many hou ehold appliances. The same
electromagnetic force is also used in the motors of car , trains, and airplanes.

Magnets are so useful they're even being used to impr ve the health of some people. Huge
magnets in a special machine can now give doctors de ailed pictures within the body. The
pictures help doctors find and treat problems inside th body, without having to make an
incision.

People's reliance on magnets only continues to grow. I Japan, magnets are being used in
some amazing new ways. For example, Japan now ha a special train that runs on magnets.
It literally levitates over the tracks. The magnetic force elps to provide a fast smooth ride.
Hopefully, America will have a train like this very soon.
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Name: Date:--4------
1. Which sentence best describes the main idea of this assage?

A. Magnets come in a wide variety with many uses.

B. Magnets are everywhere.

C. Motors with electromagnets help run many house old appliances.

D. Tiny magnets on audiotape and videotape store s und and images.

2. Which of the following is an opinion?

A. Huge horseshoe magnets have a U shape.

B. Hopefully, America will have a train like this very son.

C. Many electrical motors require electromagnets to un.

D. Tiny magnets on audiotape and videotape store s und and images.

3. People use magnets in the home.

A. rarely

B. always

C.often

D. like to

4. According to the passage, you can tell that conve ient means

A. easy

B. uncomfortable

C. difficult

D. solemn

5. The passage describes all of the following uses 0 magnetsexcept

A. a latch for a cabinet door.

B. a motor for a household appliance.

C. a device to predict powerful storms.

D. a machine that shows pictures within the body.
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6. How might you describe Japan's use of magnets?

7. According to the passage, how have magnets helpe~doctors?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Ch( ose the word that best completes
the sentence.

Many electrical motors require electromagnets to run the magnetic force that
runs the motors is created when an electrical current lows through a coil of wire.

A. despite
B. against
C. across
D. since
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9. Answer the following question based on the sentenc below.

Magnets fasten and latch cabinet doors because they tick to certain metals.

In the sentence, the word magnets best answers which question?

A. Who?

B. What?

C. Where?

D. Why?
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